
CENTRAL SAVANNAH RIVER LAND TRUST

The Central Savannah River Land Trust (CSRLT) is 
a nationally-accredited non-profit organization 
with a passion for conserving the beauty of 
our local landscape. The Land Trust partners 
with landowners in the Central Savannah River 
Area to achieve their conservation goals while 
preserving our natural landscape forever. 
Whether it is forests, wetlands, farmland, or 
open spaces, the Land Trust’s mission is to 
protect these areas of natural beauty.

Preserving 
Your Land 

with the

 Army 
Compatible 
Use Buffer 
Program 

a landowner assistance 
program in partnership 
with the Land Trust and 

Fort Gordon

“Here is your country. 
Cherish these natural wonders, 
cherish the natural resources, 

cherish the history and romance as a 
sacred heritage, for your children and 

your children’s children. 
Do not let selfish men 

or greedy interests 
skin your country of its beauty, 

its riches or its romance.”  

― Theodore Roosevelt 

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

We welcome the opportunity to answer 
your questions about how conservation 
can work for you. 

ARMY COMPATIBLE USE BUFFER (ACUB) 
PROGRAM 

Here in the CSRA, the Land Trust has partnered 
with the United States Army and Fort Gordon 
to achieve a common goal of sustainability by 
establishing 
conservation 
buffers 
outside of 
Fort Gordon’s 
boundary. 

When Fort Gordon was established in 1941, the 
surrounding area was rural and undeveloped.   
However, as our community has grown, the 
incompatibility between military training 
on Fort Gordon and life in the surrounding 
neighborhoods has become a cause for concern. 
Weapons, aircraft, and vehicles used in training 
create noise, dust, and smoke, which are a 
nuisance to the surrounding  citizens. Further 
growth around the installation could subject 
more people to the noise and irritants, and 
could limit the military’s ability to meet training 
and testing requirements. Also, with the 
increasing  development in the area, there are 
concerns of habitat loss, endangered species 
protection, and wetlands protection.

BY PHONE
706-312-LAND 
706-312-5263 

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 148
Augusta, GA 

30903   

ON THE WEB   
www.csrlt.org   
info@csrlt.org



HOW YOU CAN HELP 

As a landowner with property surrounding Fort 
Gordon, we would like to work together to 
protect your land’s precious natural resources, 
while also providing a natural buffer between 
Fort Gordon’s training lands and future 
residential and commercial development. By 
placing a conservation easement on your land, 
you can protect the future of your land, help 
the United States military, and possibly qualify 
for tax deductions, credits, or other financial 
benefits.

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

The main tool the Land Trust uses to protect 
your land and its natural resources is called a 
conservation easement. Basically, a conservation 
easement is a 
voluntary legal 
agreement 
between you 
(the landowner) 
and the Land 
Trust that   
permanently 
limits how the land can be used. The land 
remains your private property, and you can 
continue to use your land responsibly, but you 
give up certain developmental rights associated 
with your land. These limits are mutually agreed 
upon by you and the Land Trust during the    
easement process. For example, an easement 
on a farmer’s land may restrict residential 
or commercial development, but allow for 
continued agricultural use and construction 
of farm buildings. Land with an easement can 
still be sold or passed down to heirs, but the 
easement will remain and control what future 
owners can do with the land. 

WHY SHOULD I CONSERVE MY LAND? 

People use conservation easements because 
they love their land and want to protect its 
natural beauty. 
Conservation 
easements 
are flexible, so 
consider what 
conservation 
values you want 
to protect on 
your property and  discuss what development 
rights you may want to retain. By protecting 
your land with an  easement, you are ensuring 
that the qualities you value most are  protected 
forever.

In addition to conserving your land, you may 
also receive some income tax deductions 
or other monetary incentives when you 
protect your property with an easement. Each 
easement has a monetary value which can be 
determined by an appraiser. If your easement 
protects values that benefit the public, such 
as a scenic view or wildlife habitat, you may 
qualify for an income tax deduction and/or a 
state tax credit based on the appraised value. 
Since your land buffers a military training area, 
additional monetary benefits may be available 
for your easement. Also, the restrictions on the 
development potential of your land will typically 
lower any inheritance taxes. If you plan to pass 
your land on to your family, it will make it easier 
for them to keep the property intact and make 
the taxes less burdensome. 
 
If your land is passed on or sold to future 
owners, the Land Trust will continue to 
ensure the land is protected according to the 
conservation easement you place on it today.

 BENEFITS OF THE ACUB PROGRAM 

•  Landowners attain financial incentives and 
tax benefits while also preserving their land’s 
legacy for future generations.

•  Fort Gordon achieves greater testing and 
training flexibility and reduced incompatible 
use in surrounding areas.

•  The program helps to ensure the long-time 
viability of Fort Gordon, which provides 
many jobs and promotes the economy in the 
surrounding areas.

•  The program supports the Land Trust’s  efforts 
to promote open space and preserve land 
within the surrounding region.


